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Erin Weinstock, President-Elect

Tyler J. Walters, Secretary
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Carolina Bayona
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Kayla Hernandez

Jae Lynn Huckaba

Lucia Leoni

Veronica Lopez-Calleja

Spencer Mayer

MaKayla Owens

Maria Papasakelariou

Amelia Ravelo

Daniel Robinson

Annie Rosenthal

Ashley Saul

Oliver Silva

Y
O
U
N
G
 L

A
W

Y
E
R
S
 S

E
C
T
IO

N
 L

E
A
D
E
R
S
H
IP



S
P
O
N
S
O
R
S

Rhythm & Blues Sponsor 

Meenakshi A. Hirani, P.A.Meenakshi A. Hirani, P.A.
Will DepositoWill Deposito  

Rock & Roll Sponsors 

Nelson MullinsNelson Mullins

Jazz Sponsors 

Goldberg & RosenGoldberg & Rosen
Greenberg TraurigGreenberg Traurig

Lewis BrisboisLewis Brisbois  
Mubarak, Sherif, & Oladipo, PLLCMubarak, Sherif, & Oladipo, PLLC

Rossman, Baumberger, Reboso & SpierRossman, Baumberger, Reboso & Spier
Shutts & BowenShutts & Bowen

The Haggard Law FirmThe Haggard Law Firm
Weiss Serota Helfman Cole + BiermanWeiss Serota Helfman Cole + Bierman

White + CaseWhite + Case
Zurich, North AmericaZurich, North America



G
A

LA
 SPO

N
SO

R
S

Reggae & Soca Sponsors
AkermanAkerman

Augusto Perera PAAugusto Perera PA
Biondo LawBiondo Law

Boies Schiller & Flexner LLPBoies Schiller & Flexner LLP
Dabdoub Law FirmDabdoub Law Firm

Damian | Valori | CulmoDamian | Valori | Culmo
Deutsch Blumberg & Caballero, P.A.Deutsch Blumberg & Caballero, P.A.  

Dimond Kaplan RothsteinDimond Kaplan Rothstein  
Dolan Dobrinsky Rosenblum BluesteinDolan Dobrinsky Rosenblum Bluestein

Drury Law FrimDrury Law Frim
Dunwody White & LandonDunwody White & Landon

Hamilton, Miller & Birthisel, LLPHamilton, Miller & Birthisel, LLP
Hickey Law FirmHickey Law Firm  

Hunton Andrews Kurth LLPHunton Andrews Kurth LLP
J. Muir & AssociatesJ. Muir & Associates  

JAMSJAMS
Kornreich & AssociatesKornreich & Associates
Kuehne Davis Law, PAKuehne Davis Law, PA

Lomax LegalLomax Legal
Mausner Graham Injury Law PLLCMausner Graham Injury Law PLLC

McKinnon LegalMcKinnon Legal
Ratzan Weissman & BoldtRatzan Weissman & Boldt  
Russomanno & Borello, P.A.Russomanno & Borello, P.A.

Searcy Denney Scarola Barnhart & Shipley PASearcy Denney Scarola Barnhart & Shipley PA
St. Thomas University Law SchoolSt. Thomas University Law School

Stewart Tilghman Fox Bianchi & Cain, P.A.Stewart Tilghman Fox Bianchi & Cain, P.A.
Upchurch Watson White & MaxUpchurch Watson White & Max

US Legal SupportUS Legal Support  
VeritextVeritext

Zarco Einhorn Salkowski, P.A.Zarco Einhorn Salkowski, P.A.  

Name Sponsors

S
P
O
N
S
O
R
S
H
IP

Centerpiece Sponsor |Centerpiece Sponsor |  Universal Property & Casualty Ins. Co.Universal Property & Casualty Ins. Co.

Valet Sponsor | Lexis Nexis AIValet Sponsor | Lexis Nexis AI

Photo Booth Sponsor | Photo Booth Sponsor | Taylor English Duma LLPTaylor English Duma LLP

Photo Booth Sponsor | Photo Booth Sponsor | Vasquez de Lara Law GroupVasquez de Lara Law Group  

Bar Sponsor | Bar Sponsor | Kula & Associates, P.A.Kula & Associates, P.A.

Welcome Wall Sponsor | Welcome Wall Sponsor | Cole, Scott & Kissane, P.A.Cole, Scott & Kissane, P.A.



O
U
T
G
O
IN

G
 P

R
E
S
ID

E
N
T
’S
 M

E
S
S
A
G
E

I t  has been my honor to serve
as the President of the Miami-
Dade Bar Association. When I
joined this organization in
2004, I  never dreamed that I
would one day serve as its
President,  let alone the f irst
female,  Cuban-American
President of the organization. I
want to thank my talented
off icers,  Charise Morgan, Stuart
Weissman, Melissa Jordon, and
Adam Finkel .  They are the
epitome of grace, patience,
intel lect,  and drive.  I  know that
the organization that is so dear
to me is being left  in good
hands. 

We have rebranded,
reconfigured, reconstructed and
reinvented ourselves, changing
our  name,   our  logo   and  our 

Suzette L. Russomanno
Miami-Dade Bar President 2023-2024

image. We have diversif ied our Off icer corps and rejuvenated the
institution. We have done this together and I  can’t  wait to see what the
future brings. 

Our purpose remains essential ,  to help improve the public perception of
lawyers,  to give back to our community and to engender greater
understanding between the Bench and Bar. 

I  am proud of what we have accomplished this year,  but there is st i l l
more to be done. 

Please join us at the Miami Dade Bar.  You belong.

Suzette L.  Russomanno is a partner at Hamilton Mil ler & Birthisel .  She
focuses her practice on commercial  l i t igation, complex tort l i t igation,
construction defect l i t igation, and medical malpractice defense.
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Charise A. Morgan
Miami-Dade Bar President 2024-2025

Our Miami-Dade Bar was founded
with the mission to be the voice of
Miami-Dade County’s legal
profession, promoting equal justice,
professional ism, civi l i ty,  excel lence
and respect for the law. The last
108 years have shown how far we
have come in that mission – and the
work that remains to be done. I  am
so proud of what this organization
has accomplished but there remain
opportunit ies for us to do more. Or
as famed New York lyr icist Shawn
Carter said:  “Go farther,  go further,
go harder;  is that not why we
came? And if  not,  then why
bother?”

This year,  we are bringing new l i fe
and energy to our 30+ committees
to ensure that every member has
the opportunity to get involved. My
predecessor Suzette Russomanno
talked about  creating  a  culture  of 
inclusivity and excel lence, forged with the col laboration of our members
and aff i l iate bar associations. Because bar service has been the
cornerstone of my legal journey, I  am eager to continue this pursuit  with
the goal of making our Bar the best that it  can be.

While my instal lat ion is historic as the f irst Black woman to lead this
organization, I  remember that I  am not the f irst Black woman to have
served on the Miami-Dade Bar board and that I  should not be the last.  I  am
so grateful  to the past presidents,  judges, Bar leaders,  and advisors who
have encouraged me in this posit ion. Our board of directors are so devoted
to service and progress that working together has come natural ly,  in both
great t imes and misfortune. Yes, the harvest is st i l l  plenty,  but the laborers
have come through. 

I  invite you to connect or reconnect with the Bar this year.  We pride
ourselves on being a resource for the profession, but our resources are
truly our people.  Get involved and learn where you can serve. You belong
at the Miami-Dade Bar.  
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Robert “Beau” Blumberg
Young Lawyers Section President 2023-2024

Thank you for joining us for the
Miami-Dade Bar’s 108th Instal lat ion
Gala and for your support of the
Young Lawyers Section (“YLS”) this
past year.  I t  has been a high honor
for me to serve as this past year’s
MDB YLS President.  As I  pass the
baton to incoming President of the
MDB YLS, Lauren Allen and
President-Elect Erin Weinstock. I  am
confident that they and the new MDB
YLS Officers and Directors wil l
ensure that the YLS continues to
thrive as an organization. 

I  am eternal ly grateful  to the MDB
President Suzette Russomanno for
her support and congratulate her on
an incredible presidency! Suzette’s
input was always valuable. 

I  had the privi lege of leading a
tremendous team of YLS Officers and 

Directors this year.  Thank you to Lauren M. Al len, President-Elect;  Jessica
Gopiao, Treasurer;  Erin Weinstock,  Secretary ( incoming President-Elect!) ;
Tiffany-Ashley Disney, Immediate Past President;  Phoenix Barker,  Executive
Committee Member;  Veronica Lopez-Calleja,  Executive Committee Member;  and
Directors:  Arda Barlas,  Jake Bland, Megan Conkey Gonzalez,  Kayla Hernandez,
Jae Lynn Huckaba, Amber Kornreich, Spencer Mayer,  Daniel  Robinson, Audrey-
Jade Salbo, Ashley Saul ,  Ol iver Si lva,  and Tyler Walters for al l  of your hard
work and dedication. It  is because of their  efforts that the YLS was able to
accomplish so much this year. 
 
Special  congratulations go to Jae Lynn Huckaba the recipient of the MDB YLS
Rookie of the Year Award for her wil l ingness to always lend a helping hand;
Jessica Gopiao is the recipient of the MDB YLS MVP Award for consistently
going above and beyond the cal l  of duty;  and Amber Kornreich is the recipient
of the MDB YLS President’s Award, for her dedication to the advancement of
al l  young lawyers.  

I  am looking forward to al l  that Lauren Allen and Erin Weinstock wil l
accomplish in the upcoming year and to supporting them in my new role as
Treasurer of the Miami-Dade Bar. 

Lastly,  this past year would not be possible without the support of my law f irm
Deutsch Blumberg & Caballero,  P.A. and my partners,  Steven K. Deutsch,
Edward R. Blumberg, and Cosme Caballero. 

 

Beau Blumberg 
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Lauren M. Allen
Young Lawyers Section President 2024-2025

Welcome to the 108th Miami-Dade
Bar Instal lat ion Gala and thank you
for joining us for this historic moment.
I  am honored to serve as the next
President of the Young Lawyers
Section (YLS).  

I t  goes without saying that the
instal lat ion of Charise A. Morgan is a
historic event for the Miami-Dade Bar.
I  am proud to stand beside Charise as
she enters her presidency and I  look
forward to al l  of the amazing things
she has planned for the Miami-Dade
Bar.  

This upcoming year,  I  am excited to
work with my incredible off icers,  Erin
Weinstock, Jessica Gopiao, and Tyler
Walters,  as well  as my entire Board of
Directors.  The YLS’ mission is to plan
and implement programming designed
to st imulate interest and encourage
participation of not only current
members,  but also future members of
the Miami-Dade Bar.  The YLS looks 
forward to working in tandem with the Miami-Dade Bar to continue the advance of
the organization within the Miami-Dade community and statewide. 

The YLS has a lot of great programming on the horizon including Breakfast With the
Judiciary,  Miami Nights,  and our annual International Women’s Day event.  I f  you are
not already, I  encourage you fol low the YLS on Instagram (@miamidadebaryls) and
LinkedIn (@MDB Young Lawyers Section).  

Final ly,  I  want to acknowledge the tremendous support I  have received from my
firm, Sanchez Fischer Levine, LLP, my fr iends and col leagues, and my husband,
Brian Moreno.  Without their  continued support,  none of this would be possible. 

Lauren Allen

Lauren M. Al len is an associate attorney at Sanchez Fischer Levine, LLP where she practices commercial  l i t igation in
state and federal court .  Lauren is l icensed to practice in Florida, Cal ifornia,  and the Distr ict of Columbia.  In addit ion to
her involvement with the YLS, Lauren is the Journal Director for the Florida Association for Women Lawyers,  a
Committee Chair of the Miami-Dade Chapter of the Florida Association for Women Lawyers,  and a member of The
Florida Bar’s Student Education & Admissions to the Bar Committee. Lauren received her Bachelor of Arts from the
Honor’s Col lege at Coastal  Carol ina University,  graduating with honors.  She went on to graduate with honors from the
American University Washington College of Law, receiving her Juris Doctor.



P
R
E
S
E
N
T
E
R
S
' 
B
IO

G
R
A
P
H
IE

S
Suzette Speaks
 Mistress of Ceremonies

Daniella Levine Cava
 Mayor, Miami-Dade County

Daniel la Levine Cava was elected Miami-Dade County's
f irst-ever woman mayor in November 2020. As mayor,  she
oversees a metropol itan government of nearly 30,000
employees, serves nearly 3 mil l ion residents,  and manages
an annual budget of nearly $12 bi l l ion.  

A social  worker,  lawyer,  and nonprofit  leader,  Mayor Levine
Cava entered the Mayor’s Off ice fol lowing a 40-year career
f ighting for South Florida famil ies.  At Legal Services of
Greater Miami,  she served special  needs chi ldren, low-
income famil ies and immigrants,  and then went on to lead
the Guardian Ad Litem Program, representing our most
vulnerable chi ldren in the foster care and adoption systems. 

In 1996, Mayor Levine Cava founded Catalyst Miami to help
low- and middle-income famil ies through service,  education, and advocacy. Catalyst st i l l
thrives today and helps approximately thousands each year to become more self-suff icient
and civical ly engaged.

She is the Past Chair of the South Florida Regional Planning Counci l  (SFRPC) and served as
Counci l  Member from 2015 – 2020. She has served on the Florida Bar Committee on Legal
Needs of Chi ldren; the boards of League of Women Voters,  Orange Bowl Foundation, North
Dade Medical Foundation, South Florida Health Information Init iat ive,  and several national
boards. She's won numerous awards from various organizations including: the Commission
on Ethics,  Red Cross, American Society for Public Administration, ACLU, National Counci l  of
Jewish Women, League of Women Voters,  among others.

A modern-day media marketing maven, Radio Talk Show
Host and attorney, Suzette Speaks has trai l-blazed a
unique career path combining both communications and
law. As an attorney, she practices Personal injury law and
she enjoys f ighting for her injured cl ients and working
tirelessly to ensure they get the justice they deserve. 

As a communications professional and media personal ity,
she is widely known for her weekly appearances on the
Roland Martin Network,  where she offers her legal and
polit ical  commentary on various topics each week. Prior to
joining the Roland Martin Network,  she worked as a
Television Host,  most notably for Trinity Broadcasting
Network (TBN) for nearly a decade. This year,  she launched
her own FM Radio talk show cal led "The Suzette Speaks
Show LIVE," which now airs on 𝙑𝙤𝙞𝙘𝙚  𝙤𝙛  𝙏𝙝𝙚  𝘾𝙖𝙧𝙞𝙗𝙗𝙚𝙖𝙣
𝙍𝙖𝙙𝙞𝙤  every Thursday and Friday from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.
Voice  of  the   Caribbean  Radio  is  South   Florida's   24/7

Caribbean American FM Radio Station. With 6 aff i l iate stations across Florida from Miami
to Orlando, you can l isten on 94.3 FM in Miami and 102.1 FM in Ft.  Lauderdale and 102.3
FM in North Miami and Hollywood. You can also fol low Suzette on al l  social  media platforms
and watch her YouTube channel ,  just search Suzette Speaks.
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Pastor Wayne Lomax
Founder and Pastor of the Fountain Church

Pastor Lomax is a visionary leader with more than
twenty-five years of pastoral  leadership in South
Florida. He began his work in ministry forty-f ive years
ago and his love for God and people increases as each
year goes by. With a deep passion and convict ion for
personal and spir itual development,  the mission of
Growing and Serving Others ref lects Pastor Lomax’s
heart and work.

With exceptional courage and foresight,  Pastor Lomax
successful ly faci l i tated the merger of Miami’s New Life
International Church and the Fountain of Pembroke
Pines into a thriving congregation serving with
relevance and compassion. Through the many
partnerships forged by Pastor Lomax, famil ies are fed,
students are supported, the bereaved are comforted,
inmates are encouraged, and the neighborhood know
that our church cares.

Pastor Lomax is a member of the Progressive Kingdom Baptist Association, 100 Black Men
of South Florida, and the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity,  Inc. ,  Chairperson of the Board of OIC
of South Florida, Founder and CEO of Youth Development Institute.  Pastor Lomax formerly
served on the Board of Trustees at Florida Memorial  University.

Melissa Lawrence
Heartbeat Entertainment

Melissa Lawrence is a passionate singer,  songwriter,
musician, producer,  and vocal coach with a great love for
the performing arts.  She graduated from Florida State
University with a degree in Creative Writ ing including
Theatre Studies.  Through the company Heartbeat
Entertainment,  Melissa has opened for Gospel legends
including Cece Winans, Erica Campbell ,  Shir ley Caesar,
and Sandi Patty.  Dedicated to inspir ing others to lead
purposeful l ives f i l led with love and compassion, Melissa
also helps aspir ing singers f ind their  voice through her
coaching. 
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Amber Kornreich
 Partner, Kornreich & Associates

Amber is a passionate Family Law Attorney and
Partner at Kornreich & Associates. As the immediate
Past President of the Miami-Dade Florida
Association for Women Lawyers, and a Past
President of The First Family Law American Inn of
Court, she is a leader in championing the rights of
women in the legal profession, and promoting the
ethical and professional practice of Family Law.
Recognized as a “Badass Woman of the Year” in
2022 by the Miami Beach Chamber of Commerce,
and with an Above and Beyond Award by The
Florida Bar Family Law Section in 2023, Amber is
dedicated to community service and advancing
thought leadership in Family Law. Amber handles
complex and sensitive personal matters providing
her clients with exceptional and discreet
representation during critical life transitions.

Judge Stephanie Silver has been a County Court
Judge since July 1, 2019. She is currently assigned
to the County Civil and County Criminal divisions at
the Miami Beach Branch Court. Prior to her
appointment to the bench, Judge Silver was an
Assistant State Attorney with her last assignment
being the Chief of the County Court Division. She
received her bachelor’s degree from the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and her law degree
from Florida State University. 

Judge Silver’s personal hobbies include travelling,
trying new restaurants in Miami and running half
marathons.

The Honorable Stephanie Silver 
 Judge, Miami-Dade County Court
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The Honorable Miesha Darrough

Judge, Miami-Dade County Court

Judge Miesha Darrough is currently a Miami-Dade
County Court Civi l  Judge serving at the Miami-Dade
County Courthouse. Prior to her appointment to the
bench in December 2019, Judge Darrough was an
Assistant United States Attorney for the Southern
Distr ict of Florida. During her t ime at the Miami off ice,
she worked in the Appellate,  Major Crimes, and
Economic Crimes divisions where she investigated and
prosecuted numerous federal cases. She also served as
Special  Counsel to the U.S. Attorney. Before joining
the U.S. Attorney’s Off ice,  Judge Darrough worked for
the Miami-Dade State Attorney’s Off ice where she
served as a Felony Division Chief and later in the
Public Corruption Unit .  

Judge Darrough has also been very involved in the
legal  profession and her  community.   Judge  Darrough 
serves on the Miami-Dade County Canvassing Board, the Florida Bar's Federal Court
Practice Committee and is a member of several local and national bar associations,
including the Miami-Dade Bar Association. Addit ional ly,  she serves as an adjunct
professor at the University of Miami Law School and as a visit ing faculty member for
Harvard Law School’s Trial  Advocacy Program. 

Judge Darrough’s leadership endeavors and consistent commitment to excel lence in the
legal profession and community have been recognized by local and national
organizations. She has been awarded the Miami-Dade Bar Association’s Rising Legal
Star Award, the Wilkie D. Ferguson, Jr .  Bar Association’s Rising Star Award, selected
by Legacy Magazine as one of South Florida's 50 Most Powerful  Black Leaders in
Business and Industry,  the National Bar Association (NBA) - Judicial  Counci l ’s
Outstanding Member Service Award in 2021, and the NBA - Judicial  Counci l ’s
Outstanding Leadership and Service Award in 2023.

Judge Darrough is a proud graduate of Howard University School of Business and
Howard University School of Law.
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Johnnie M. Ridgely President’s Award

Judge Jennifer D. Bai ley (ret . )  has been a circuit  court
tr ial  judge in Miami-Dade, Florida, for twenty-seven
years.  She is the Administrative Judge for the 25-
judge Circuit  Civi l  Division, and handles a docket of
Complex Business Lit igation cases, and previously
served in the Family and Criminal Divisions. During
the pandemic,  Judge Bai ley has served as leader of
the Pandemic Digital  Workgroup sett ing up Virtual
Courtrooms for Miami’s state courts.  Bai ley planned
and served as managing judge for Florida’s f irst
hybrid zoom tr ial .  

Judge Bai ley serves on the Board of Governors of of
Directors of the National Center for State Courts and
on the Board of Advisors for the Institute for the
Advancement of the American Legal System (IAALS)
and   the   NCSC   Institute   for   Court  Management.  

David W. Dyer Award

Gil l  Freeman sat on the Miami Dade Circuit  Court for
nearly 20 years.  She was the f irst judge to preside
over the Complex Business Division, serving there for
f ive years.  She also has served several rotations in
the family,  cr iminal ,  and general civi l  divisions of the
tr ial  court .

Prior to her appointment to the bench, Ms. Freeman
practiced commercial ,  insurance, securit ies,  and
family law for twenty years at a major South Florida
law firm. Her move to the bench was largely driven by
her desire to effectuate change and fairness in the
court system. Ms. Freeman is the recipient of
numerous prestigious awards honoring her for her
dedication and commitment to fairness, diversity,  and
the el imination of bias in the legal profession. Most
recently,  the Young Lawyers Section of The Florida
Bar named her “Jurist of the Year” for her outstanding
contributions.

Gil l  S.  Freeman (Retired Judge 11th Judicial  Circuit)  joined JAMS from the Miami Dade Circuit
Court,  where she was highly regarded in a broad range of legal matters,  especial ly complex
business/commercial ,  construction, and family law matters.  

She is a member of the Florida Commission on Trial  Court Performance and Accountabi l i ty
and earned her L.L.M. in Judicial  Studies at Duke University Law School in 2018, where she
wrote her thesis on “Why Don’t Judges Case Manage?” From 2013-2016, Bai ley chaired the
Court Operations subcommittee of the Civi l  Justice Init iat ive,  a task force created by the
Conference of Chief Justices to evaluate and recommend best practices to reduce cost and
delay in state civi l  courts.  She chaired the Florida Supreme Court Residential  Mortgage
Foreclosure Task, served as Dean of the Florida Col lege of Advanced Judicial  Studies,  served
as Chair of the Florida Bar Civi l  Procedure Rules Committee and on the Florida Supreme
Court Civi l  Jury Instruction and Business/Contracts Jury Instruction Committees.



Meenakshi A. Hirani, P.A.

phone: (407) 599-7199

Real Estate Closings and Issue Policies
Estate Planning - Wills, Trusts and Probate

Business Closings, Civil Litigation

Arti A. Hirani, Esq.
JD, MBA, LLM,

Licensed to Practice in Florida 
and New York

Arti.hirani@hiranilaw.com

Meenakshi (Meena) A. Hirani, Esq.
LL.B., MCL, MBA, JD.

Licensed to Practice in Florida, District of Columbia,
and Mahastra- India

meena.hirani@hiranilaw.com

mailto:meena.hirani@hiranilaw.com


Empowering your legacy with TrustEmpowering your legacy with Trust
www.willdepository.cowww.willdepository.co

Will DepositoryWill Depository

Congratulations toCongratulations to  
Charise A. MorganCharise A. Morgan

and the Miami-Dade Barand the Miami-Dade Bar

We are so proud of you!We are so proud of you!









Halpern | Santos | PinkertHalpern | Santos | Pinkert
Congratulates the new Board of theCongratulates the new Board of the

Miami-Dade BarMiami-Dade Bar
and its new President,and its new President,

Charise A. MorganCharise A. Morgan







Congratulates
 Charise A. Morgan 

MDB President

Lauren M. Allen
YLS President 

and the new Board of Directors! 

Rottenstreich

Farley Bronstein

Fisher Potter Hodas LLP

congratulate

Charise A. Morgan
and the new board

of the Miami Dade

Bar Association.

CONGRATULATIONS
PRESIDENT Charise Morgan AND THE

2024 MIAMI-DADE BAR OFFICERS, DIRECTORS,
AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS.

Aaron Resnick, Esq., Michael Greenberg, Esq., 
Jonathan Davidoff, Esq., and Derek Schwartz, Esq.



SPRING 2025
 THE ONLY WAY TO DISCOVER
YOUR LEGAL SUPERPOWERS.

For sponsorship opportunities please contact
executive director, Bret Berlin at Bret@miamidadebar.org

50+ 
CLES!



The Miami-Dade Bar
Circle Of Excellence Awards

Nominations Open Now

https://www.miamidadebar.org/membership/circleofexcellence/

Are you in the Circle?

2024

CIRCLE OF 
EXCELLENCE 



Congratulations  to 
MDB President:

Charise A. Morgan 
YLS President:

Lauren M. Allen
and the newly elected officers and

directors of the MDB.

    - Garrett Biondo, 96th President , Miami Dade Bar 

















Congratulations to
Charise A. Morgan &

Lauren M. Allen 

We are looking forward great things as they lead the 
Miami-Dade Bar and Young Lawyers Section

Congratulations to 

Charise A. Morgan 

and the  Miami-Dade Bar Team
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Mana Common
Kaufman Rossin
Mana Common

Platinum Annual SponsorsPlatinum Annual Sponsors
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Florida Lawyers Mutual Insurance Co.
Rottenstreich Farley Bronstein Fisher Potter Hodas LLP
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Florida Lawyers Mutual Insurance Co.

Rottenstreich Farley Bronstein Fisher Potter Hodas LLP
Gold Annual SponsorsGold Annual Sponsors

City National Bank
CS Disco

Leap Legal
Lexis Nexis

Magna Legal Services
Miami CFO

Pablo Gomez

City National Bank
CS Disco

Leap Legal
Lexis Nexis

Magna Legal Services
Miami CFO

Pablo Gomez
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Ascension Global Staffing 
Aurora Legal Marketing

Bast Amron
Christopher E. Benjamin

Clio
Crossroads Investigations

DXA Group
JAMS

JS Held 
LawyerLine

Lexitas Legal 
Magic City Process Servers

Medsurity
Office Edge

The Lawyers Choice 
The Perfect Translation 

Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr
Truist

Upchurch Watson White & Max
Weiss Serota Helfman Cole + Bierman
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1970-'71

Mitchell  D.  Price
F.  M. Hudson
* *  *
*  *  *
Uly O. Thompson
W. I .  Evans
Fred Botts
E.  Clyde Vining
James M. McClskil l
James E.  Calkins
Robert L.  Shipp
M. Luther Mershon
Lewis Twyman
* *  *
Walter O. Marshburn
Grady C.  Harris
Richard H. Hunt
D. H.  Redfearn
Frank Bryant
M. Vernon Hawthorne
W. L.  Gray,  Jr .
Stanley Mil ledge
Ben E.  Hendricks,  Sr .
Charles B.  Cleveland
Leo S.  Julian
Will  M. Preston
Will iam A. Lane
Melbourne L.  Martin
Darrey A.  Davis
John H. Wahl,  Jr .
Lyle D. Holcomb
Roger E.  Davis
Walter B.  Humkey
C. Clyde Atkins
David W. Dyer
Perry Nickols
Reginald L.  Wil l iams
Mallory Horton
W. P.  Simmons, Jr .
Joe Creel
Wil l iam C. Martin
Samuel J .  Powers
Will iam C. Steel
Frank J.  Kelly
Charles A.  Kimbrell
Sam I .  Si lver
Edward J.  Atkins
Robert L.  Floyd
M. Lewis Hall ,  Jr .
 Joseph Gassen
Frank A.  Howard
John R.  Hoehl

James L.  Armstrong
Robert A.  White
Irwin J.  Block
Ben E.  Hendricks
Leland E.  Stansell ,  Jr .
Gerald F.  Richman
James F.  Crowder
J.  B.  Spence
Robert E.  Livingston
Robert L.  Parks
Joe Unger
Richard P.  Cole
Neal R.  Sonnett
A.  J .  Barranco
Will iam Hoppe
Henry H. Harnage
Judith M. Korchin
Richard C.  Milstein
Charles H. Baumberger
Kendall  B.  Coffey
Dean C.  Colson
Karen Gievers
Herman J.  Russomanno
Francisco R.  Angones
Robert F.  Bouchard
Joseph H. Serota
David B.  Rothman
Benedict P.  Kuehne
Dennis G.  Kainen
Ervin A.  Gonzalez
Will iam Aaron
Tom Pennekamp, Jr .
John H. "Jack" Hickey
Robert J .  Fiore
John W. Thornton, Jr .
Merrick L.  “Rick” Gross
John P.  Murray
Timothy M. Ravich
Steven P.  Befera
Steven W. Davis
Andrea S.  Hartley
Garrett J .  Biondo
Mary Lesl ie Smith
Herman J.  Russomanno, I I I
Jason M. Murray
Jeffrey A.  Rynor
Jordan Dresnick
Stephanie Carman
Gilbert Squires
Jane Muir
Sabrina Puglisi
Roger Slade
Suzette L.  Russomanno
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Young Lawyer 's Section
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1987-’88
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1990-’91

Fred Davant
Walter Beckham
Richard M. White
Frank A.  Howard, Jr .
Robert J .  Beckham
Will iam H. Peeples
Will iam M. Hicks
Richard Pettigrew
Sandy D'Alemberte 
Tom Schulte
Aaron Podhurst
Robert Josefsberg
Robert L.  Parks
James F.  Crowder
Guy B.  Bailey
Sam Holland
Will iam T.  Huggett
Stephen Zack
Douglas Lyons
Bruce Harper
Jay Durie
John Cosgrove
Henry H. Harnage
Byron Petersen
Celeste Hardee Muir
Herman Russomanno
Kendall  Coffey
Sara Herald
Will iam C. Crenshaw
Hilarie Bass
Jennifer Bailey
Gary Siplin
Valerie Jahn Grandin

Peter Reinert
Raquel Rodriguez
Kathy Adams Gibbs
Madeline Auerbach
Steven E.  Eisenberg
Anthony N. Upshaw
Carroll  J .  Kelly
Roberta R.  Loomar
Mark S.  Shapiro
Andrea Stone Hartley
Barbara Perez
Sheri  E.  Nott   
Jennifer Ator               
David Sampedro         
Russell  Jacobs
Tiffani Lee
Garrett Biondo            
Damian Thomas
Gisela Munoz
Joshua J.  Hertz
Stephanie Carman
Sorraya M. Solages
Suzette Russomanno
Ethan Wall
Geri  Satin
Joshua L.  Wintle   
Stuart J .  Weissman   
Eric Bluestein
Evian White de Leon
Isabella Poschl
Kristen Corpion 
Scott Merl   
Tiffany-Ashley Disney
Robert “Beau” Blumberg 
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A Timeline
1916:  Although perhaps established earlier, first evidence of Dade County Bar
Association
 
1920:  Incorporated DCBA as non-profit corporation in Circuit Court of Dade
County
 
1939:  Organized Legal Aid Society
 
1941 :  Authorized Judicial Poll of the members of DCBA on Supreme Court
Justices
 
1943 :  Established first "Lawyers Reference Plan" and referral program for
military personnel and general public
 
1949 :  Junior Bar Section was in existence in June, 1949; Legal Aid Society of
DCBA was chartered
 
1950 :  Terminated DCBA Grievance Committee
 
1952 :  Transferred Unauthorized Practice of Law obligations to The Florida Bar
 
1954 :  Opened Executive Office; hired Executive Director and part-time Lawyer
Referral Service secretary
 
1957 :  Earned seat in American Bar Association House of Delegates
 
1965 :  Hosted American Bar Association Annual Meeting; started fundraising
campaign to build headquarters building; leased land; began construction of
DCBA building; Johnnie M. Ridgely begins 41 year term as Executive Director.
 
1966 :  Completed construction of a four-story office building in downtown
Miami that now houses DCBA, Legal Aid, "Put Something Back" and various
other pro bono projects. Won ABA "Award of Excellence" for the most
outstanding nationwide local bar.

1972 :  Established Judicial Trust Fund to provide filing fees and campaign funds
for Circuit and County Court judicial candidates.
 
1974 :  Received the American Bar Association Harrison Tweed award for
achievement in preserving and increasing access to legal services to the poor.
 
1975 :  Purchased land on which our building is situated.
 
1976 :  Established Appellate Filing Box in Dade County Courthouse.

1978-79 :  Approved concept of Public Interest Law Bank, now Volunteer Lawyers
and "Put Something Back."

1981-82 :  Established first formal pro bono program.
 
1986-87 :  Established Judicial Campaign Practices Commission to hear
complaints about judicial candidate conduct.

1987-88 :  Consolidated Lawyer Referral Service with The Florida Bar statewide
LRS.
 
1988-89 :  The Florida Bar award winning program, Partners for Professionalism,
is established where law students, lawyers and judges, come together to
discuss ethical and professional issues. The program is still in existence at the
University of Miami School of Law.

1991-92: Formed partnership with Chief Judge of Eleventh Circuit for "Put
Something Back" program and consolidated DCBA pro bono projects into "PSB"
 
1992-93: Co-Founded "Children First" pro bono program. Established legal
information and assistance programs for victims of Hurricane Andrew
Established "Children Whose Parents Have Died of Aids" program.
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1997-98: Established "David W. Dyer Professionalism Award"; Chaired
fundraising committee for restoration of the historic lobby of the Dade
County Courthouse; raised in excess of $350,000 in contributions from
lawyers. Established "Teen Court" in cooperation with Dade School Board

1999-00: Participated in dedication of the restoration of the lobby of the
historic Dade County Courthouse
 
2000-01: Received The Florida Bar award for Most Outstanding
Professionalism Committee in Florida

2001-02: Sponsored, with Third DCA, dedication of Thomas D. Barkdull
Third District Court of Appeals Building; Instrumental in having new
family court building named Lawson E. Thomas Courthouse Center and
sponsored dedication; Established DCBA Website; Established World
Trade Center Fund; Co-Sponsored reception on Freedom Schooner
Amistad; Sponsored Diversity Training for DCBA members
 
2002-03: Sponsored training for new electronic countywide voting
machines

2003-04: Re-established monthly luncheon meetings

2004-05 :  Endowed Alan R. Schwartz, Mario P. Goderich and Robert L.
Shevin service awards2004-05: Endowed the following service awards: The
Johnnie M. Ridgely President’s Award of Merit, Alan R. Schwartz Judicial
Excellence Award, Mario P. Goderich Legal Ethics Award, Robert L. Shevin
Outstanding Public Service Award, and Daily Business Review Sookie
Williams Award. Launch of the Ceremonial Courtroom 6-1 Restoration
Project. Creation of the DCBA lapel pin.

2005-06 :  Restoration of the Dade County Courthouse ceremonial
courtroom 6-1 begins as DCBA lawyers contribute over $300,000; Historic
address to DCBA by both U.S. Senators Nelson and Martinez from Florida
on the importance of a fair and independent judiciary
 
2006-07 :  Johnnie M. Ridgely passes after 41 years as DCBA Executive
Director. Boardroom named in her honor. Established Legal Line Pro Bono
Call-In Program; Approved Life Members eligibility to serve on Board of
Directors.  

2007-08 :  Launch of the eMentoring online program and the Put More Back
Pro Bono Initiative. Instrumental in the restoration and dedication
ceremony of the Historic Courtroom 6-1.

2008-09 :  Won Florida Supreme Court’s Voluntary Bar Association Pro Bono
Award; Portrait unveiling and dedication of the Johnnie M. Ridgely Board
Room; Initiated and sponsored dedication ceremony at the once
segregated drinking fountains at the Dade County Courthouse; held
inaugural “Diversity Summit”; Commenced membership benefits and
recruitment drives; Approved formation of University of Miami School of
Law Student Chapter
 
2009-10 :  Conducted twelve Mortgage Foreclosure Seminars/Public Forums.
Successfully lobbied the Federal Government for the granting of
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for Haitian nationals and completed the
first ever DCBA “webinar” entitled “Immigration Solutions for Haitian
Families in Crisis” in the wake of the January 2010 earthquake in Haiti.
Established Paralegal Committee and Solo/Small Firm Committee.
 
2010-11 :  Launch Lawyer Referral Service; Celebrated 60th Anniversary of
Legal Aid; Justice Stephen Breyer addressed DCBA membership; One of
first bar associations to issue state-wide resolution opposing attacks on
Judicial System by Florida Legislature;
presented the Johnnie M. Ridgely President’s Award.
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2011-12: Inaugural Bench and Bar Conference; Launch Technology and
Business Development seminars; Battle of the Bands Legal Aid Society
Fundraiser.

2012-13 :  Re-Design Dade Bar Bulletin; Inaugural “Legal Legends v. Young
Guns” Mock Trial Competition; Inaugural Judicial Retirement Reception at
Vizcaya in partnership with AOC. Passed Joint Civility Resolution with 40
Voluntary Bar Associations in So. FLA; Expanded DCBA Bench and Bar
Conference, attended by 700 attorneys and judges, most profitable
conference in the DCBA history. 
 
2013-14 :  Adopted the Uniform Standards of Professional Courtesy and Civility;
Hosted Retirement Luncheon for Sharon L. Langer, Led initiative to insure
accessibility at facilities for DCBA events and passed Non-Discrimination and
Inclusiveness Resolution; Re-Design of DCBA Website; Governor Rick Scott
addressed the membership.
 
2014-15 :  Joint initiative for a new civil courthouse; Co-hosted ADA Summit for
all Voluntary Bar Associations; Held Over the Rainbow fundraiser for Dade
Legal Aid and DCBA Centennial Book; DCBA Bench and Bar Conference
attended by over 1,000 attorneys and judges.
 
2015-16 :  Hosted Diversity Summit; Promoted Clemency Project; One of first
bar associations to issue state-wide resolution opposing judicial term limits
for appellate judges in Fla.; Hosted grand opening reception for Children’s
Courthouse; Hosted town hall meeting regarding Florida Bar’s Vision 2016 and
presented Mark Britton – Avvo as keynote presentation at Bench and Bar
Conference; Produced the DCBA’s Centennial Book by Dr. Paul George.
 
2016-2017 :  Held for first time Federal Bench and Bar Program – a sold out
conference for Federal Judges and former FL Bar Presidents. “Together We
Rise” ceremony honoring the African-American in our profession and
community and also for the first time ever “Women of Distinction” to honor
the importance of women jurists and attorneys.

2019-2020: Established an operating building committee under the leadership
of Jane Muir; established required active diversity components within all
committees and events while participating in inter-bar activities and
initiatives with Broward and the Palm Beach Bar Associations; promoted and
held Arbitration event(s) with JAMS, AAA, ICDR, and CPR geared to introduce
arbitration to Minority Bar Associations and law student associations; worked
on building stronger relationships with our State and Federal Judiciary and
sister Voluntary Bar Associations; Additionally, board of directors approved
new name, Miami-Dade Bar. 

2020-2021: Found innovative new ways to hold seminars and meetings
virtually during COVID-19 pandemic; launched a new name and logo;
implemented a new plan to renovate our 1960's vintage building and hired
Bret Berlin as the new Executive Director.

2021-2022: Closed on the loan for building renovation; activated Ad Hoc
Champlain Support Committee; Inaugural Service Day revitalizing garden in
Opa Locka with Little Lighthouse Foundation and Health in the Hood; and
held Miami Law Con, the Bar’s reimagined Bench and Bar virtual CLE.

2022-2023: Started work on the new MDB building. Expanded Miami Law Con
into a statewide conference -Florida Law Con. Celebrated the first annual
Circle of Excellence Awards and started a Permit Clinic with the Miami
Downtown Development Authority. 

2023-2024:  Miami-Dade Bar was under the leadership of Suzette
Russomanno, the first female Cuban-American President of the MDB. Hosted
the “Passing of the Gavel” from Chief Judge Ivan Fernandez to Chief Judge
Thomas Logue. This year’s mission was to focus on more mental health issues,
and the bar created additional programming to assist in these efforts.

A Timeline
Continued



Goldberg & Rosen is proud to 
support the Miami-Dade Bar, 

and we congratulate Charise Morgan, 
Lauren Allen, and the rest of the Board 

on their installation!

Congratulations to 
Charise Morgan





Protect your LegacyProtect your Legacy

Secure your DocumentsSecure your Documents

Dedicated to safeguarding your personal
information. Whether it be your final wishes
for your loved ones or your living will, our
mission is to keep them stored securely. 

Secure online storage with trusted oversight

Join our DirectoryJoin our Directory
We take pride in recommending our
clients to the best in the industry.

www.willdepository.cowww.willdepository.co

Estate Planning DocumentsEstate Planning Documents
  Wills, Living Will, Trusts, Power of Attorney,

Healthcare Surrogate.  All documents safe,
secure and easily retreivable.




